
Dear Yarra Families,
 
The past couple of weeks have been a
challenging time for all of us. We are dealing with
something that we have never seen before and
the situation is constantly changing. Much of the
information in relation to COVID-19 will continue
to be relayed through Compass. The Department
of Education is providing regular updates and
directions to schools, as the situation evolves
each day. Of course, our priority is to maintain a
safe, supportive and engaging learning
environment for every Yarra PS student.
 
Although children are considered to be in a lower
risk category, this does not protect them from
being exposed to news reports on television,
radio or social media. As a parent it is important
to reassure your child, dispel any myths or
untruths, and help them feel informed, allowing
them to focus more on positive messages.
 
Until further notice, there will be no school
assemblies. Student awards will still be presented
weekly in their classrooms with the support of our
student leadership team on Fridays.

FURTHER AHEAD

Saturday 21st - Harmony Day
Monday 23rd - The Superhero In You Buddies
Incursion (Year 6s only)
Friday 27th - Last day of term, early finish at
2:30pm

Y A R R A  P S  N E W S L E T T E R

Upcoming Dates

TERM 1 WEEK 8 - 20th March 2020

Term Dates 2020
Term 1: 28th January (Teacher's start) -
27th March
Term 2: 14th April - 26th June
Term 3: 13th July - 18th September
Term 4: 5th October - 18th December
Student free days 2020
Monday 11th May
Friday 7th August
Monday 2nd November
Friday 18th December

MARCH 2020

A message from the PrincipalAPRIL 2020
Tuesday 14th - First day of Term 2
Wednesday 15th - Cross Country Trials
Monday 20th - School Photos
Friday 24th - Student Lapathon

MAY 2020
Monday 11th - Student Free Day



Access to Information 
For Victorian schools and their community members, the Department’s COVID-19 website is
the single authoritative source of advice and information. DET Information
 
Student Absences 
Again, the advice of the Chief Health Officer remains at present that our school should stay
open, except in the case of a confirmed case of Coronavirus disease (COVID-19). If parents
make the decision to keep their child/ren at home, our school will record this as a ‘Parent
Choice School Approved’. Please include the word 'COVID-19' in the absence comments.
 
School Council
Congratulations to the new and returning Councillors for 2020. We look forward to working
with you throughout the year. I thank all of those on School Council who give their time to
assist in helping the school, your efforts are greatly appreciated. 
 
DET Members:  Valetta McDonald, Rachel Tan
Parent Members: Peter Brace, Emily Hughes, Brandi Bugh
Co-opted Parent Member: Matt Gill
 
Business as Normal…..
It was great to see so many children at our Ride to School morning. Thanks to Lauren and
the staff for making it happen.
Our playground has taken on a new look with the removal of the playground equipment in
record time!
Lauren (PE) has completed her Bike Education Training in readiness for our Bike Ed
Program later in the year. 
You will notice many paper dolls holding hands displayed around our school to reflect our
values of Caring and Respect, as a small gesture to recognise Harmony day.
 

Have a safe and happy weekend,
Valetta McDonald

Acting Principal

https://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/coronavirus


From 8:45am onwards, teachers are on duty in the yard,
the school buildings are open and teachers are available
in classrooms for parent conversations. Students may
enter the building to drop off their bag and then continue
to play in the grounds until the music starts.  
 
From 3.30pm onwards, Junior School students are
escorted outside, all students are dismissed and teachers
are on duty in the yard until 3.45pm.
 
Please note students are not to be in the yard
unsupervised prior to 8:45am and all scooters and bikes
are to be walked in the yard between the times of 8:45-
9:00am and 3:30-3:45pm for obvious safety reasons.

a confirmed case of COVID-19 within the school community or
a member of the community has had close contact with a confirmed case

of COVID-19 in the past 14 days.

Coronavirus Update from DET
Schools have been informed they must contact The Department of Health

and Human Services (DHHS) if there is

 
‘Close contact’ is defined by DHHS as someone who has had at least 15

minutes of face-to-face contact with a confirmed case, or shared a closed
space with someone with a confirmed case for more than two hours.

 
Based on advice from DHHS, when there is a confirmed case of COVID-19 for
a student or staff member, Victoria’s Chief Health Officer will recommend an
affected school’s closure for 24 hours. If this occurs, DHHS will work with DET
and staff and students will be advised to stay home and self-isolate for 24

hours. This closure will support school and health officials to work through a
contact and containment strategy, including decisions about extending the

closure period.
 

At present there are no confirmed cases at YPS. Communication of any
school closure will take place through Compass. If the school should be

closed, please be assured we are well set up for digital learning. Teachers
will ensure learning continuity for all students.



Organise your clothes and donate the ones that are too small to charity. 
Make a movie with your family,
Just dance,
Face time your friends (parent permission of course ;),
Create a fort and watch a movie in your fort,
Learn how to cook (and how to do the dishes),
Learn a new skills (drawing, musical instrument, gardening),
Monopoly, Blokus, Trivia Pursuit, Bananagrams, Clue are all great games,
Learn a new language,               
Write a journal/story. 

Dear Yarra Families, 
 
In these crazy times with some families already staying at home and others with the possibility
of staying home we thought it would be great to share our top ideas for things to do at home:
 

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

10.
 
We wish you all a safe and enjoyable holiday. 

From,
Milo, Annie, Polly and Jennifer.

Letter from the School Leaders



On Thursday March 19, Yarra turned Pink and Orange! The week of March 15-21 was Harmony
Week as well as the National Day of Action against Bullying and Violence (NDA) across
Australia. Harmony Week has been running for 20 years in Australia and is about celebrating
Australian multiculturalism. The motto is inclusiveness, respect and belonging for all
Australians, regardless of cultural background. Orange is traditionally the colour worn to
represent Harmony Week as it signifies social communication and meaningful conversations. 
 
Students across all year levels spent the day exploring and discussing what ‘harmony’ and
‘culture’ is all about. There was also the creation of a culture display which you can see
across the walls of our school where students created a representation of their culture. These
‘culture creations’ have been joined together to represent Yarra's kind and welcoming
community. We want Yarra to be a safe, respectful and inclusive place for all students and
families. In this time of uncertainty it was so special to turn up the volume on joy, harmony
and inclusiveness over the noise of fear and anxiety.

Harmony Day



a respectful and inclusive attitude within the classroom and playground
trustworthiness and can be relied upon to do what they promise
civic responsibilities at school 
positive school attendance.

Blue Light Victoria, Victoria Police and BankVic are proud to present Respect the Badge, a
Student of the Term award for primary schools in Victoria.
 
The termly award aims to acknowledge and promote positive values and behaviours in our
young people and increases the visibility of local police in their community. 
 
"Respect the Badge" provides support for all of the different badges that we wear and for the
people and the values behind these badges. This includes the school badge and other
badges that children wear in the community along with the Victoria Police badge. The award
recognises the commitment and values that we all must have to build a stronger and safer
community.
 
Teachers will nominate students who demonstrate:

 
The award will be presented by local police members each term at school assembly and
parents are warmly invited to attend.

Respect the Badge

On Friday 13th March, Mri from 3/4H and Olive
from 1/2A received the "Respect the Badge"
award from George, our local community Police
Officer at assembly. These students were
chosen by the teaching community, for
demonstrating exemplary behaviours that
follows our school values of Respect, Caring
and Commitment. We would like to take this
opportunity to congratulate them on receiving
the award.



Student of the Week

Richmond High School warmly welcomes all prospective families to join us for an Information
Evening on Tuesday May 5th from 6pm to 7pm at the Griffiths Street Campus. To register your
attendance please click  on the link below:
 
Future Families Information Evening
https://compasstix.com/e/w8ter1pqus
 
Richmond High School hosts small group tours for prospective families on the following
Wednesdays March 4th, 18th and 25th and April 15th and 20th from 9:30 to 10:30am. To make a
booking please go to:
 
School Tours:
https://compasstix.com/e/c5otdod3w9

https://compasstix.com/event/84d882c8-93d9-4516-99ff-c33ab1a2e514
https://compasstix.com/event/23b89473-4e5f-4392-9082-10a5f244e0df























